
A. M. Grimes: 
(.QIIIIII'Y T (,3Ch c l' and Itine rant Minister 

By Berlin B. Chapman 

I N i\ppn ln hin. us in m OS I of Ame rica , ministers of the gospel 
opl'rnli ng frolll vill ages exe rcised great influence on popula 

o ee, 
but (,,' w kepi full records of expenence and service. They were 

tk1trs of the word, seldom scribes of it. Those who pursue history of 
mIni-I') in \ eSI Virgi nia always will be indebted to Rev. Addison 
Me ughlin Gri mes, a typical Method ist Episcopal preacher Who 

pI n minule rccord from 1895- 1920. 

Grime wa licensed to preach at Fairview Methodist Church 
1/1 \\' ler County. He se rved fiftee n charges. He listed dates, ad­
d . flam and dales of those whose marriage service he per­
COl1Ik'<I . Of tho e whose fune ra ls he held , he cited text of scripture 

He delivered serm ons, recording fo r same the date, text , sub­
;.ct. pi and remarks. Moreover, he continued the record afte r 
trUft'metlt. and on hi I DOth b irthday deli vered a sermon in Fair-

Grim . record i 3 valuable case study. To know well how 
operated at th turn of the twentiet h centu ry is to know much 

k n< of hi colleague in related denominations. Hence it 
.. IlOl I} important to tudy the ministerial record, but to know 

t the man who ke pt it. 

H born In \ C ter ounty, July 4 , 1863, an event coin-
cid~ ,he r""nh and final day (the Battle o ( Getty burg. He 

raJ I III term (a ut (our month . On Jul) _I, 
I IIcr JPlt/cd inme' b) <prin~hn. In I ~ -

a::nto.tc thll) tiller Ln"""1t ii' \Vc l \ ,rglOia \\~ I ..In 
Cclllq::r, u.knt, I..: I.lr'·J; ".1 ·If.l" .Iled I k "". 

II l nJ I" 1'" ".1 ·If· 
l' ( t 

~ 
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The COu nly seal or Websler is Websler Springs, officially known 
• Addi"'n, and il wa, named ror Addison McLaugh li n. Grimes was 
n.m d ror 'hi~ man. The rirsl newspaper in Ihe COunly was Ihe 

IQUnlJin f.eho." It :Ippellrcd Janunr) 26. 18 3. and consislcd or 
CJ hi po 8. J ~ inche,. In memoi r, Grimes \ r Ie ; " I \ isilw 

d<J n lhe rlr I lime 111 M,lreh. 18 1 ro me il \\ 0, \\ and"rful 10 

Il n, ol<n nd. Ir I<"h II 'I,·p ,,[ hl\ [,'\11. prilll II p.lge "f Ih' """'PO pe, 

I \\.I 'hlftnu,h n\ ott t ('In 
I II \ .11 1.lIel I \\ .l' 

\1 Ih. hit hUI II 
nt r I ,h 
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n.j. " n~ n grent dllY for both o ld and YOung II 
"<'I 1:1'O"d ever 10 n~~emble III the church. Peapl:' ,. was, .he 

1IIr,: .. ~ , '" I,. "e," ""<G" " h. ' .. ... .Ime rom lule It dl!'otn rh •. c ~ . . . !'o. 'SSles. on IIorseback nnd man 
~ (\,01. YOII Inlk nhou i food . the y certuinl y had it that d Y 
t):"licn lipn wns On ~nc o f the most beauti ful :nllumn days I I!!y~ 

Wh)' Ihl' c l1lhIlSIll~m ? Becll use Ihe good people o f the comm " ~\' . h ' I k r d N I d unny hud .,unlel ms 10 00 ' orwnr 10. 0 a of tcn wou ld ever have 
fl,.\C't;o IlCn IhAI d(IY. 

In listing young men who went out from the church as ministers 
~hlle.r said: "Fir ( wns A. ~ . Grimes who at the 3rd Quarterly Con~ 
( n-nce in lin)'. 1895. was lice nsed to preach." The record of his 25 
\ 3TS is bcs( read in (he lable of fi gures he kept. On its completion 
~ \\ role: ,, ' 3m sorry in my heart that results are so meager. How 
humiliAting Ihe e meager results! But for all this I must now go 
inle judgment. The Blood! The Blood! Is all my plea! Enough to 

~ .. 7 TEI\CMEP'S .CEPTIFICI\TE. 
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mlUi Ihroughout all eternity. Friday Oc 

"'~Ic • W V' ,tobe, 14, 1921 bU lY Tyler OUllly . c~t Irginia." • 
" om< ' . 

relirtrncnl of more than 40 yea rs, Grime: . 
' 11 . . I" h d 5 would In so • ,cf\'C the Ol rlll1tt ry . -:I e a not finished his me 

...cll Course he IN Id 
....... ,ho' he hnd foughl a good fight, but he had k' ou 
no' n~mcdc of religion " meager results" always had ePlt the faith . 
III .nl H k ' a p ace. When rd "'B~ on ci.lrlh c spo c of highways and h d . 
tb< f ' bl . c ges, o( one 

. 'ep and 0 p OSS I e all 3lnmcnt when "two o r th .. I '''' , rec o[ his 
10 · .. rs "'cre gothered toget her . Certainl y no Meth d' 

(oi ".. " .' 0 1St Con-
... _ "" Quid contend that the best ministerial service is I (err ..... · . a ways pc r-

("""cd in the lorges t churches. 

'fhc ci rcuit rider, like the country doctor, was devoted t h' 
. h' G' 0 IS bOnC'-•• lmost 10 companIOns 'p. nmes, eq uipped with saddleba 

aod I<Wngs. was pholOgraphed on " Mat," his favorile mounl, Ap~ 
I . 1903. He wrote: " 'Mal' and I Slarting from Fayetteville to make 

0(11 appointments 01 Ci rtsvi lle and Bethe l, a distance of 20 to 25 
Ob, the mud to Oak Hill." He noted "Ihe beautiful, sunshiny 
••• tDGf1I1lll . 

In 1911. Grimes and Miss America M. Miller were married 
&lid W) became pa re nlS of c hildren, Abraham, Sarah and Mary. 
'Wy IMrried Regis D. Co nnell , and it was with Connells in Fair­
_ Ilw Gnm made his home afle r Ihe death o[ his wife . 

On June , 1962 , the a nnual Melhodist Conference was in ses­
aI Bur hannon. "The Informant," official publication, reporled: 

chl.ahl of c-ach annual conference session i5 the Retired 
'I._a. R.anquci nd the election of a retired minister to be 

.. .., non of the on(crence ane. The cane has been 
,...., rC1tlcd mini 'eTi ince 1897. II lI.!1uall y is awarded 10 

Ji\. •• mlnt\lc.r (H' the mlnhu:r with the grea test number of ..,. 

1Iuw_. 

ddt 1f1 M rime'. "re, cnl cnne-holder. is past 
Ife ("1\10)-- .ood hCMhh lind plnM 10 &0 dahl 

IIf)' In the I«Cpf "CI jlCcth. when prumlcd 
C,r. '" ~ vdlh "I,m nd cnlhu'I lalm 11 W3"1 

h Ihe )Uf MniJ "I,ullite .rcuu ridefJ 
""hi J Ihe (w'lIler M"ultmcnu { 

nt n II "lit I altn,,'"1 prr' h 1l<J 
!IJ III "I .,ld""lIrd Ih (' 

"I I" III "I III.;: It 1>"1, 1>/ 
I I II" I "t.. ,r""""" . 
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I d Idleness IS I e eVI s workshop If 

"u and profilably emp oye Ihe dumps , just do something nice ~ .... 
U , or down In -.q 

(KI a~ unhlap~hOle 101 bener." 
lUU ,,,II fLoc a "M 00t 
' I 4 1963, Grimes wrOle : y I h binhda 

ndrr dale of JdU YSI ~' I Chu rch 10 a full house (252). 'Seek yY, 
h d 31 01001011 r " 55 6)' N e Pre. r. y be found (I sa iah :. ever had fin_ 

"- rd while He rn a I hi " .~, 
"'" d I'be Iy in speech. To G od be al t e gory. In July fl'C<'dQI1I nn I r , 
Grimrs delivered fO llr sermons. 

, Ih cenlcnnial yea r of Wes t Virginia , 1963, a special DUring c . '. 
p rum wa held 0 1 Fairview Methodist Chur~h at which the hIstory 

1M in lilUli n was reviewed. Grime pa rticipa ted In the program. 
F, Greg ry reponed: "More than 100 people were on the groUnd, 

m ~ up of bolh prese", and former residents of the community, and 

ranpng in age from 100 10 mere babes in a rms." "The Webster 
Echo- on plcmber 25, 1963, carried a photo of charter members 

~I, The) were Grimes, Mrs. ancy H. Hamrick and CalVin 
H Brad) Gnm wrote: " It I a a great expe rie nce to be present at 

10 , n t n to be forgonen ." 

On JUM ,19 4, he em Methodi t onfcrence a me age: " I 
_ ... ecurt the greal h nor f ha ing Ihe ane tl a years and gladl) 

II f I mtOne el 10 "nj "He died JUne 1 , or 19 da) 
/01 bmhd ) . 


